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companion journeyed on horseback. For convenience in traveling, they had put their clothing in the same pair of saddle-bags. They arrived in a heavy rain and were "drenched to the skin/5 Unlocking the saddle-bags, the first article they took out was a black bottle of whiskey. With great hilarity each charged this to be the property of the other. Then came a thick twist of tobacco, some corn bread, and finally the worn apparel of wagoners; at some tavern on the way their saddle-bags had become exchanged for those of drivers. The rough clothes were grotesque misfits; and when, clad in these, his guests presented themselves, Washington, roaring with laughter, expressed his sympathy for the wagoners when they, in turn, discovered the exchange they had made with the lawyers.1 In such fashion began the conference that ended in John Marshall's candidacy for Congress in the vital campaign of 1798-99.
This was the first time, so far as is known, that Marshall had visited Washington at his Potomac home. No other guest except Washington's nephew seems to have been present at this conference, so decisive of Marshall's future. The time was September, 1798, and the conversations were held on the broad piazza,2 looking out upon the river, with the new Capitol almost within sight. There, for " four or five days/5 his old commander used all his influence to induce Marshall to become the Federalist candidate.
"General Washington urged the importance of the crisis,55 writes Marshall in describing the cir-
, l Paulding: Washington, ii, 191-92.   2 Marshall to Paulding, supra*